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Program Description 2 


Everyday Mathematics®, published by Wright Group/McGraw- 
Hill, is a core curriculum for students in prekindergarten through 
grade 6. 3 At each grade level, the Everyday Mathematics® 
curriculum provides students with multiple opportunities to learn 
concepts and practice skills. Across grade levels, concepts are 
reviewed and extended in varying instructional contexts. The 


distinguishing features of Everyday Mathematics® are its focus 
on real-life problem solving, student communication of math- 
ematical thinking, and appropriate use of technology. This cur- 
riculum also emphasizes balancing different types of instruction 
(including collaborative learning), using various methods for skills 
practice, and fostering parent involvement in student learning. 


Research 4 


One study of Everyday Mathematics® that falls within the scope of 
the Elementary School Math review protocol meets What Works 
Clearinghouse (WWC) evidence standards with reservations. 5 
The study included 3,436 elementary students in third through 


fifth grades in a large urban school district in Texas. The district 
used the first edition of Everyday Mathematics®. 

Based on this study, the WWC considers the extent of evi- 
dence for Everyday Mathematics® on elementary students to be 
small for math achievement. 



1. This report has been updated to include reviews of 11 studies that have been released since 2005. Of the additional studies, ten were not within the 
scope of the Elementary School Math protocol, and one (Cummins-Colburn, 2007) was within the scope of the protocol but did not meet evidence 
standards. Additionally, three studies that met standards with reservations in the previous version no longer meet evidence standards. In Carroll (1998) 
and Riordan and Noyce (2001), the intervention and comparison groups are not shown to be equivalent at baseline. (The protocol for the Elementary 
School Math area was revised to specify that groups must be equivalent on the pretest for a quasi-experimental design.) Woodward and Baxter (1997) 
was previously included as meeting standards with reservations, though the results from the study cannot be solely attributed to the intervention as 
there was only one comparison school. A complete list and disposition of all studies reviewed are provided in the references. 

2. The descriptive information for this program was obtained from publicly available sources: the distributor’s website (http://www.wrightgroup.com) and 
http://ucsmp.uchicago.edu/, both downloaded June 2010. The WWC requests developers to review the program description sections for accuracy from 
their perspective. Further verification of the accuracy of the descriptive information for this program is beyond the scope of this review. The literature 
search reflects documents publicly available by August 2008. 

3. This review refers to studies of Everyday Mathematics ® in kindergarten through fifth grade. Studies of Everyday Mathematics ® conducted in prekinder- 
garten or sixth grade were out of the scope of the Elementary School Math protocol. 

4. The studies in this report were reviewed using WWC Evidence Standards, Version 1.0 (see the WWC Standards), as described in protocol Version 1.1. 

5. The evidence presented in this report is based on available research. Findings and conclusions may change as new research becomes available. 
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Effectiveness Everyday Mathematics ® was found to have potentially positive effects on math achievement for elementary students. 



Math achievement 

Rating of effectiveness Potentially positive 

Improvement index 6 +11 percentile points 



Additional program 
information 



Developer and contact 

Developed by the University of Chicago School Mathematics 
Project, Everyday Mathematics ® is distributed by Wright Group/ 
McGraw-Hill. Address: 220 East Danieldale Road, DeSoto, TX, 
75115. Email: WrightGroup@McGraw-Hill.com. Web: 
http://www.wrightgroup.com. Telephone: (800) 648-2970. 

Scope of use 

Curriculum development for the Everyday Mathematics ® 
elementary curriculum began in 1985. The developer reports 
that the curriculum is used in more than 175,000 classrooms 
by approximately three million students. A second edition of 
the curriculum became available in 2001-02 (with an update in 
2004), and a third edition became available in 2007. The second 
and third editions are both available for purchase. 7 

Teaching 

The third edition of Everyday Mathematics ® is structured around 
15 Program Goals, identical across all grades, which articulate 
the mathematical content that students are expected to master. 
The goals are derived from research, as well as state and 
national standards, and are set within the following topic head- 
ings: numbers and numeration; operations and computations; 
data and chance; measurement and reference frames; geometry; 
and patterns, functions, and algebra. For every grade, teachers 



are offered lesson plans, resource materials for teachers and 
parents, assessments, student assignments, and Minute Math 
activities for transition periods or quick practice. For grades K-6, 
there is also a differentiation handbook that helps teachers tailor 
lessons to a diverse group of students, as well as online tools 
that allow teachers to plan lessons and track student assess- 
ments and performance. 

Finally, the publisher offers multiple professional development 
options, such as user conferences and institutes, onsite profes- 
sional development programs, and online courses. 

Cost 8 

Curriculum sets are bundled by grade and are available 
for prekindergarten through grade 6. For elementary grades, 
the Classroom Resource Package costs $258.93 and includes 
Teacher’s Lesson Guides, Teacher’s Reference Manual, Assess- 
ment Handbook, Differentiation Handbook, Home Connection 
Handbook, Math Masters, Minute Math, posters, and one 
set of Student Materials (student math journals 1 and 2, 
reference book, and pattern block template). The pre-K and 
kindergarten classroom resource sets are $162.24 and $201.02, 
respectively. Student texts and consumables, supplemental 
materials, manipulatives, and online components (for planning 
and assessment tracking) are available separately and vary 
in price. 



6. This number shows the student-level improvement index based on the findings in the one study that meets WWC evidence standards with reservations. 
That one study examined the effectiveness of the first edition of Everyday Mathematics ®. 

7. The study that meets evidence standards with reservations examined the first edition of Everyday Mathematics ®. 

8. Prices were obtained from the publishers’ website in June 2010 (http://www.wrightgroup.com). 
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